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Windows Mobile to Get Flash, PDF Support 
    (PC World)




19.20 by ErsiliANo comments





In addition to its own Silverlight multimedia technology, Microsoft will support Adobes competing Flash technology on Windows Mobile phones, the companies planned to announce on Monday.    

Microsoft has licensed Adobe Flash Lite, the Flash Player runtime for mobile devices, so that Windows Mobile phone users can view Flash content in the Internet Explorer Mobile browser. Microsoft has also licensed the Adobe Reader LE software, so that Windows Mobile users will be able to view PDF documents.  

The announcement means Windows Mobile phones will support both Flash and Silverlight, Microsofts own fledgling technology that lets developers build multimedia Internet applications that run in browsers. 

Microsoft hasnt yet said when it will add the support for Silverlight to Windows Mobile, and nor is it saying when it plans to support the Adobe programs, said Scott Rockfeld, group product manager at Microsofts Windows Mobile group. 

The companies have some integration work ahead of them. "The engineers have to work together to integrate the technology, and then the platforms have to be distributed to OEMs," said Anup Murarka, director of technical marketing for mobile and devices at Adobe. Adobe hopes that the capabilities will be found in phones by the end of the year, "but thats something Microsoft would have to comment on," he said.  

Having both Silverlight and Adobe Flash on Windows Mobile is a natural, Rockfeld said. "From a Windows Mobile perspective it comes down to choice," he said. "Flash and Silverlight can provide similar experiences, just like we see in other areas." For example, Microsofts Live Search and Google Maps, which offer similar services, are both accessible from Windows Mobile phones, he said. 

Regardless of which technology users are most drawn to-- Silverlight or Flash-- the technologies both enable the types of multimedia content that phone users are interested in, said Julie Ask, an analyst with Jupiter Research. Her research shows that consumers who have phones that support rich browsing experiences, like the iPhone and some Nokia phones, generate more page views and are more likely to sign up for a data plan with their operator, she said.  

"Adding Flash into the user experience on the phone will make it a better one, a richer media experience," Ask said.  

Microsoft said last year that it would develop Silverlight for Windows Mobile. Earlier this month, Microsoft announced that Nokia will use Silverlight. Nokia said it planned to ship phones running its Series 60 software that support Silverlight by the end of the year, with Series 40 and its Internet Tablet to follow. 

Nokia, Samsung, Motorola, Sony Ericsson and LG are all shipping Flash-enabled devices today, Murarka said. In addition to supporting Flash-based content on Web sites, mobile-phone makers and operators can also use Flash in content like screen savers, wallpapers and animated ring tones. Flash is also used in mobile-phone user interfaces.  

Notably absent from the list of handsets using either technology is the iPhone. "Wed love to see Flash come to the iPhone," said Murarka. But just like any other phone maker, Apple would have to work with Adobe to license Flash for the iPhone. "Hopefully when we have the opportunity to review the SDK, and if its a vehicle to deliver a solution, we would look forward to working with Apple," he said. Apple recently released an SDK that will allow third parties to build applications for the iPhone.
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How $5 from Airpaper Will Cancel Your Comcast Service

   There are few things in this (first) world that are worse than trying to cancel your internet and cable service.   In fact, Comcast has f...






	







Unbelieveable Star Wars fandom: A spaceship model goes for $450,000

   In case you thought there was a price limit on  Star Wars  fandom, think again.   An unnamed bidder just spent $450,000 on a miniature mo...






	







SainSmart iMatic 16 Channels Relay I/O Remote Control Controller Module for Arduino, Android iOS Device Control Under WiFi Connected Network (Controller Module + 16-CH Relay) Extra $$$ Off

            		  . Although it isn't all the time sensible to acquire a super match on the subject of serial numbers, a few of our viewer...






	







Google Now Is The Killer App For Android Wear

  Google’s I/O keynote may have been a bit of a jumble of different product announcements — many of which won’t be available until later thi...






	







Nikon D5300 24.2MP DX-Format CMOS Sensor Digital SLR Camera (Black) with 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6G AF-S DX VR and 55-200mm f/4.5-5.6G ED VR AF-S DX NIKKOR Zoom Lenses + Wide Angle + Telephoto + Full 32GB Deluxe Accessory Bundle Extra $$$ Off Select

            		  . While it isn't all the time possible to get a really perfect match when it comes to serial numbers, lots of our reader...






	







Hutchinson HK, T-Mobile, Debitel add iPhone details

 Hutchison Telecom and T-Mobile on Monday announced pricing and plan information for the 3G iPhone for Hong Kong and The Netherlands, respec...






	







YellowKnife of 2 Pack Apple Certified MFi-IOS 7 Noodle Flat 8pin lightning (3.2ft) Colorful USB cable for iPhone 5 / 5S / 5C, iPad Air, iPad Mini with Retina Display, iPad 4, iPad Mini, iPod Touch 5, Nano 7 (Greenness/Purple) Extra $$$ Off

            		  . While it isn't all the time possible to get a super match when it comes to serial numbers, lots of our readers have re...






	







ARTCASES CollectionsTM Black Hard Back Case for LG GOOGLE NEXUS 4 ( LOL Unicorn & Barney ) Extra $$$ Off

            		  . In case your Electronics Smart Phone and smartphone battery conks out, all of the snazzy options on the planet will not gi...






	

Apple promises fix for iPhone 2.x security flaw

Confirming the forthcoming iPhone 2.0x software update, Apple on Thursday promised it would deliver an security update for the recently publ...






	







iPhone most popular camera phone on Flickr

 Apple's iPhone is the most popular phone for browsing the internet, but data shows that the phone is one of the most popular for upload...
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